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Passion Cast 
Giorgio Bachetti ················································· Evan Bradford 
Fosca  ····························································· Brittney Brown 
Clara ································································ Rachel Guth* 
Colonel Ricci ····················································· Myles Mattsey  
Doctor Tambourri ················································ Kingsley Day 
Major Rizzolli/Fosca’s Father ··································· Korey White 
Sergeant Lombardi ·················································· Marc Bitler 
Private Augenti ···················································· Aidan Leake 
Lieutenant Barri ······································ Matthew Benenson Cruz 
Lieutenant Torasso/Ludovic ······························ Christopher Ratliff  
Mistress/Attendant···················································· Ella Gatlin 
Fosca’s Mother/Attendant ·································· Sarah Sapperstein 

  
Understudies: 

For Giorgio Bachetti/Colonel Ricci: Jake Elkins  
For Fosca: Sarah Sapperstein; For Clara: Ella Gatlin   

For Doctor Tambourri: Matthew Benenson Cruz  
Major Rizzolli/Fosca’s Father/Sergeant Lombardi: Brian James 

Private Augenti/Lieutenant Barri/Lieutenant Torasso/Ludovic: Joe Grudt  
Fosca’s Mother/Mistress/Attendants: Halli Morgan* 

 
Understudies never substitute for the listed performers unless a specific  

announcement is made at the time of appearance  

 
Orchestra: 

Piano/Conductor: Evelyn Ryan 
Clarinet/Eb Clarinet/Bass Clarinet: Kaitlin Pucci 

Violin: Stella Childs 
Cello: Chad Polk, Matt Wolf (At Certain Performances) 

Percussion: Leo Chiappetti 
 

Chamber Orchestrations by Evelyn Ryan 
 

Special Thanks 
Conscious Costume, The Saints 

 
 

* Denotes Blank Theatre Company Member 

 
 

The performance runs approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes.  
 

There is no intermission. 



Cast Bios  

EVAN BRADFORD (Giorgio Bachetti) is excited to be back at Blank after having 
previously been in the ensemble for their production of Merrily We Roll Along. He earned 
his BFA in Musical Theatre from the Chicago College of Performing Arts. Some of his 
favorite credits include Bert in Mary Poppins: A Staged Concert (Metropolis), Swing Baker/
Narrator for Into the Woods (Jeff Award-Best Ensemble) and David Van Patten in the 
Chicago Premier of American Psycho (Kokandy), Enjolras in Les Misérables (Uptown 
Music Theatre), and Creighton Chaney in the World Premier of A Thousand Faces: The Lon 
Chaney Musical (Encore Musical Theatre Company). Very special shoutout to his Mom, 
Dad, and brother Ben for all of their love and support.  
 
 
BRITTNEY BROWN (Fosca - She/Her) is a Chicago based actor and director who is 
absolutely thrilled to be back at Blank Theatre doing another Sondheim classic with this 
incredible team. Recent acting credits include: Poor People (Hell in a Handbag), brother 
sister cyborg space (Raven Theatre), Merrily We Roll Along (Blank Theatre), Assassins, 
Hedwig and the Angry Inch, and Sweeney Todd (Theo Ubique), Sweeney Todd and Bonnie 
and Clyde (Kokandy Productions), All That He Was (PrideArts, Jeff Nomination - Best 
Performer in a Supporting Role), Kelly Girls (Factory Theater, Jeff Nomination - Best 
Performer in a Principal Role), and Ragtime and Violet (Griffin Theatre). She also recently 
co-directed Alice By Heart at Kokandy Productions (Jeff Nomination - Director of a 
Musical) and was the associate director for Marie Antoinette and the Magical Negroes (The 
Story Theatre), May the Road Rise Up (Factory Theater), and Wolves (Exit 63). She was a 
featured director in Broken Nose Theatre’s Bechdel Fest 7: Momentum and directed a staged 
reading of Paul Michael Thomson’s Artemis Books & the Well-Meaning Man for Avalanche 
Theatre as well as the audio drama Primer for Broken Nose Theatre. She has also directed 
productions of Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson and Calvin Berger. She is incredibly grateful 
for her mom, her Game Night Crew, and her partner George for all of their truly amazing 
support.  
 
 
RACHEL GUTH (Clara - She/Her) is an award winning actor who has worked at theaters 
throughout Chicagoland, including at Marriott Theatre, Northlight Theatre, Theo Ubique, 
Music Theatre Works, Chicago Musical Theatre Festival, American Music Theatre Project, 
and Blank Theatre, where she serves as the Managing Director. Some favorite roles include 
Samantha Brown in The Mad Ones, Ilona in She Loves Me (Jeff Nomination—Best 
Performer in a Supporting Role), Rose in Ghost Quartet, Olive Ostrovsky in 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee, and Anne in A Little Night Music. Offstage, she has been 
featured both singing and speaking on popular podcasts, as well as in a national print 
campaign. Rachel is a Northwestern graduate. Lots of love to husband Ryan. See more from 
her at rachelguth.com and @TheRachelGuth on Instagram. 
 
 
MYLES MATTSEY (Colonel Ricci) is excited to be a part of Passion with Blank Theatre 
Company. His recent credits include Spotlight Arts Collective’s Shrek: The Musical as 
Shrek, and Oak Lawn Park District’s Beauty and the Beast as The Beast. Myles studied 
Music and Voice at Valparaiso University where he received a BA. He is also an alumni 
member of the Alpha Psi Omega Theater Society. He would like to thank his family, his 
friends, and the love of his life, Han, for the constant support and care. He wouldn’t be here 
without it.  



Cast Bios (Continued) 

KINGSLEY DAY (Doctor Tambourri) is delighted to return to Blank Theatre Company to 
play another doctor, having appeared as Dr. Dreyfuss in Blank’s Promises, Promises. His 

other recent roles include the Old Man in Prelude to a Kiss at Theatre Above the Law, Terry 

in Casa Valentina at Pride Arts, Scrooge in A Christmas Carol at Metropolis, and Sir 
Harcourt in London Assurance among other credits at City Lit. He has also been seen with 

Folks Operetta, Porchlight, Bailiwick, Theatre Wit, and Light Opera Works. Kingsley has 
played the patter baritone lead in all 14 Gilbert & Sullivan operettas with the Savoyaires, 
where he directed the last five productions, most recently Iolanthe. His comedy Tour de 

Farce (Apollo) and musical Summer Stock Murder (Drury Lane Oakbrook) have been 
produced multiple times here and abroad. City Lit has premiered his musical Aztec Human 

Sacrifice and one-act musical Text Me and will premiere his new musical Scaramouche next 
spring. Kingsley’s reconstruction of Chopin’s posthumous F Minor Mazurka is published by 

Hal Leonard’s Schirmer Performance Editions, and his biographical novel Music’s Guiding 

Hand is published by Mentoris.  

 

KOREY WHITE (Major Rizzolli/Fosca’s Father) is excited to be returning to Blank 

Theatre Company! Korey originally hails from Pittsburgh, PA, but celebrated 10 years in 
Chicago last September. While Blank Theatre Company gave him the great opportunity to be 

in She Loves Me (Steven Kodaly), he was last seen in The Wedding Singer (Glen Guglia) 
with Music On Stage. Other credits include Ragtime, Cinderella (Metropolis Performing 

Arts), Les Misérables (Uptown Theatre), Legally Blonde, The Little Mermaid (Music 
Theatre Works) Parade, The Full Monty (Theatre Nebula), Planted (Rogue Elephant 

Productions), If Scrooge Was A Brother (eta Creative Arts), Legally Blonde (Fremont Street 
Theatre Company), Company, Jesus Christ Superstar (Devonshire Playhouse), and Man of 

La Mancha (Company of Pittsburgh). Korey thanks his family, friends, the amazing and 
supportive cast, crew, and production team of Passion, and his emotional support Boris.  

 

MARC BITLER (Sergeant Lombardi) is happy to be making his Chicago theater debut. His 
past credits include work with various theaters in New York and along the East Coast. He 

received training and education from the British American Drama Academy, DeSales 
University (BA), and the FSU/Asolo Conservatory (MFA). Visit www.marcbitler.com to 
learn more about Marc and his work.  

 

AIDAN LEAKE (Private Augenti - He/Him) is excited to be a part of his second show with 
Blank Theatre Company. He was seen last summer as Adam in Blank's production of The 
Mad Ones. He recently graduated from the Chicago College of Performing Arts with a BFA 
in Musical Theatre. He would like to thank his Mom, his cats, and his friends at Blank for 
their endless support.  



Cast Bios (Continued) 

MATTHEW BENENSON CRUZ (Lieutenant Barri/U/S Doctor Tambourri) is thrilled to 

be making his debut with Blank Theatre Company! Recently relocated from Nashville, TN, 
previous credits include Sunny Afternoon (Chicago Shakespeare Theatre), Love’s Labour’s 

Lost (American Players Theatre), Waitress (Nashville Repertory Theatre), Crimes of the 
Heart (Studio Tenn Theatre Company) and Beauty and the Beast (Exit 11 Productions). 

Massive thanks and love to Mom, Dad, and Natalie.  

 

CHRISTOPHER RATLIFF (Lieutenant Torasso/Ludovic) is thrilled to make his Blank 

Theatre debut! He received his bachelor's degree in Musical Theatre from West Texas A&M 
University. Go Buffs! Chicagoland credits include City of Angels (Jedlicka Performing 

Arts), Kitty James and Destiny's Trail to Oregon (Factory Theater), La Cage aux Folles, Into 
the Woods (Music Theater Works), Hello Again, Bridges of Madison County (Theo Ubique), 

110 in the Shade (BoHo), Forever Plaid (TATC), Bare: A Pop Opera (Refuge), and 
Thrones! The Musical Parody (Apollo Theater). Christopher would like to thank his 

wonderful friends, family, and amazing wife, Celia Villacres, for all the love and support!  

 
ELLA GATLIN (Mistress/Attendant/U/S Clara) is thrilled to be making her debut with 
Blank Theatre Company! Originally from Maryland, Ella recently graduated from 
Northwestern University with a double major in Theatre and Psychology. Past roles include 
Carrie Pipperidge in Carousel (Music Theatre Works) and several beloved productions 
during her time at Northwestern including Sunday in The Park With George (Old Lady), Fun 
Home (Alison), A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder (Phoebe D’Ysquith), and The 
Comedy of Errors (Emilia). She’s so excited to be part of this team and grateful to her 
friends, family, and mentors for their support. 
 
 
 
SARAH SAPPERSTEIN (Fosca’s Mother/Attendant/U/S Fosca) is delighted to be on stage 
with Blank for the first time. Celebrating 20 years performing in Chicago this year, Sarah 
has appeared in more than 100 theatre, musical theatre, opera, and cabaret productions 
across the region. Proud AGMA member and company member of Redtwist Theatre in 
Chicago's Edgewater neighborhood. Gratitude to Danny, Aaron, and the Blank team, this 
wonderful cast and crew, and the audience for supporting live theatre.  



Cast Bios (Continued) 

JAKE ELKINS (U/S Giorgio & Colonel Ricci) is an actor and singer in Chicago, and is 
excited to be working with Blank after a successful run of Sweet Charity! Other recent 
credits include: A Lie of the Mind (Raven Theater), Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus, 
Junie B. Jones (Young People’s Theater of Chicago), Shrek the Musical (Music Theater 
Works), Parody Musicals of Love Actually and The Bachelor (Right Angle Entertainment), 
Wizard of Oz, Grease (Marriott Theater), Mary Stuart, and Wizard of Oz (Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater). Television: Chicago Med. Film: Save Face. Jake sends love and 
thanks to friends, family, Amanda, and Monty. Represented by Gray Talent Group.  
 
 
BRIAN JAMES (U/S Major Rizzolli/Fosca’s Father/Sergeant Lombardi) is thrilled to be 
making his Blank Theater debut.  He was recently seen in Mary Poppins and The Music Man 
(both at Metropolis Performing Arts Centre), and in Les Misérables (Uptown Theater 
Company).  In the fall, he can be seen in Oil Lamp Theater's production of Gaslight (Angel 
Street).  Eternal gratitude to Tiffany, Harrison, and Evelyn for their endless love and 
support.  
 
 
JOE GRUDT (U/S Private Augenti/Lieutenant Barri/Lieutenant Torasso/Ludovic)  is 
thrilled to be working with Blank for the first time! You may have seen him in Les 
Misérables (Uptown Musical Theater), A Bronx Tale (Surging Theatrics), and We Will Rock 
You (The Beautiful City Project). He would like to thank his friends, family, and girlfriend 
for their continuous support all this time. Represented by Lori Lins, Ltd.  
 
 
HALLI MORGAN (U/S Fosca’s Mother/Mistress/Attendants) is so excited to be back with 
Blank Theatre Company to work on another Sondheim show! After understudying for 
Merrily We Roll Along in 2023, she joined the company as the Marketing Director and has 
loved elevating the work of this great company ever since. Halli has performed at theaters all 
over Chicago including Kokandy Productions (Into the Woods - Jeff Award for Ensemble: 
Musical and Production: Musical), Chicago Shakespeare Theater (Peter Pan), Music 
Theater Works (How to Succeed, Pirates of Penzance), Hell in a Handbag Productions (Poor 
People!), Chicago Kids Company (Alice in Wonderland), and Olde School Shakespeare 
Collective (Measure for Measure). During the day, she manages the box office and is the 
Marketing Director for Chicago Kids Company. Love to Thomas, always. See more at 
hallimorgan.com.  



Creative Team Bios 

DANNY KAPINOS (Director; Co-Artistic Director) is the Co-Artistic Director of 
Blank Theatre Company, where he has directed A Bright Room Called Day; On the 
Twentieth Century (Jeff noms: Best Director and Best Musical); Promises, 
Promises; Merrily We Roll Along; She Loves Me (Jeff Noms: Best Director and Best 
Musical); The Mystery of Edwin Drood; and Spring Awakening. Other directing credits 
include Mary Poppins (Metropolis), Stars of David (Skokie Theatre), and [title of 
show] (Big Deal Productions). As an assistant director, he has worked at Writers’ Theatre, 
Chicago Shakespeare Theatre, Windy City Playhouse, and more. Next, he will be 
directing Urinetown at Theo Ubique Cabaret Theatre. Northwestern grad and SDC Associate 
Member. 
 
 
AARON KAPLAN (Musical Director) enjoys a multifaceted musical career as a conductor, 
Jeff-nominated musical director, cellist, music educator, and arranger. He earned a master’s 
degree in orchestral conducting from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign under 
the tutelage of Donald Schleicher, as well as his bachelor’s degree in cello performance and 
bachelor’s degree in music education with high honors also from the University of Illinois. 
Aaron is the artistic director/conductor of the JAM Orchestra, a Chicago-based ensemble 
dedicated to performing a diverse repertoire of classical, Broadway, swing, and film music, 
and also conducts for the Elgin Youth Symphony Orchestras and the Music Institute of 
Chicago. A dedicated teacher, Aaron is an orchestra director at Glenbrook North and 
Glenbrook South High Schools. A passionate advocate of the American musical theatre, 
Aaron has been the music director/conductor for over 95 productions (the majority with 
complete orchestration) including West Side Story, On the Town, Sweeney Todd, Les 
Misérables, RENT, Chess, Guys & Dolls, Fiddler on the Roof, and The Producers. He has 
served as resident musical director at Blank Theatre Company since 2019. His work with 
Blank has been recognized with 3 Jeff nominations for Music Direction: On the Twentieth 
Century (2024), Promises, Promises (2023), The Wild Party (2022). Special thanks to 
Danny, Shelby, Evelyn, this fantastic orchestra and wonderful cast. Thank you for 
supporting live music and theater!   
 
 
SHELBY BURGUS (Stage Manager) is absolutely thrilled to be making her Blank Theatre 
Company debut! Recent credits include: Alice By Heart (Kokandy Productions), Sondheim 
Tribute Revue (Theo Ubique), The Kelly Girls (Factory Theater), Last Night in Karaoke 
Town (Factory Theater), Happy Birthday Mars Rover (Passage Theatre), Human Resource
(s) (Theatre Evolve), Southern Comfort (Pride Arts), Scraps (NAFT) and The Spitfire Grill 
(Refuge Theatre Project). Shelby would like to thank her chosen family (near and far) and 
her girlfriend, Ellie, for their endless love and support.  



Creative Team Bios (Continued) 

HAYLEY E WALLENFELDT (Scenic Design)  is a Chicago born, New York based 
scenic designer & artist. She is filled with passion to do her first show with Blank. Recent 
Credits include: The Curious Incident of Louis Le Prince (Factory Theatre); The Tin 
Angel (Teatro Grattacielo); Throbbin Wood (Pride Arts); The Receptionist (Centenary Stage 
Company); Make Way for Ducklings (Hangar Theatre); Jersey Boys, Waitress, 
Matilda (Quincy Community Theatre); Love and War (The Glimmerglass Festival); and Be 
Mean to Me (Northwestern University). They are a recipient of the 2025 Robert L.B. Tobin 
Director-Designer Prize and the 2025 USITT Scenic Design Award. She received her degree 
in design and archaeology from Northwestern University. www.hayleyewallenfeldt.com  
 
 
SEOJUNG JANG (Lighting Designer - She/Her) is a lighting designer who skillfully 
blends creativity with technical precision across plays, musicals, operas, and dance. 
Originally from South Korea, she earned her MFA in Lighting Design from Northwestern 
University in 2024, where she contributed to productions such as The Tempest, The Aliens, 
Working: A Musical, The Revolutionists, Me Jane, and MuLan. Her recent projects include 
Gorgeous, 13 Suits, and The Love Object. In 2025, Seojung received the USITT YDMT 
Barbizon Lighting Company Jonathan Resnick Lighting Design Award and Opera America's 
Robert L.B. Tobin Director-Designer Prize.  
 
 
CINDY MOON (Costume Designer) has previously designed seven productions with Blank 
Theatre Company, including Sweet Charity, A Bright Room Called Day, and She Loves 
Me, the latter of which earned her a Jeff Award nomination. Other recent design credits 
include Charlotte’s Web, Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus (Young People’s Theatre of 
Chicago); Macbeth (Invictus Theatre Co); Les Misérables (Uptown Music Theater); The 
ThreePenny Opera (Theo Ubique, Jeff award nomination); and Disaster! (Big Noise 
Theatre). Education: MFA in Costume Design and Technology, Virginia Tech. Proud 
Member USA829. More of her work can be seen at www.cindymooncostu.me  
 
 
EVELYN RYAN (Associate Music Director/Chamber Orchestrations/Keyboard & 
Conductor) is excited to be returning to Blank Theatre Company to play one of her favorite 
musicals of all time! Evelyn is a pianist, composer, and orchestrator. You might have heard 
her playing piano for Into the Woods (Kokandy), The Mad Ones (Blank), Sondheim Tribute 
Revue (Theo), Assassins (Theo), or The Mystery of Edwin Drood (Blank). She also recently 
made her music directing debut with Tell Me On a Sunday (Theo). Earlier this year, Evelyn 
was awarded a Non-Equity Jeff Award for her work on the two-piano reduction of 
Kokandy's Into the Woods (alongside Ariana Miles and Nick Sula). Additionally, she 
provided original orchestrations for Preston Max Allen’s musical Never Better, vocal 
arrangements for the Sondheim Tribute Revue, and music for the video game Avitium. She 
insists that you enjoy the show.  
 
 
PARKER HICKEY (Intimacy Coordinator - She/They) is a Chicago-based actor, 
playwright and Intimacy/Mental Health coordinator. They are proud of their most recent 
work on A Curious Incident of a Dog in the Nighttime at IMTF as Siobhan and Mental 
Health Coordinator. Parker is excited to bring their Intimacy and Mental Health work to 
Chicago to bring more safety into the rehearsal room and on stage.  
www.parkerrosehickey.com  



Creative Team Bios (Continued) 

ANDERSONVILLE SCENIC STUDIOS (Technical Director) Andersonville Scenic 
Studios LLC is a custom fabrication shop that has been working with theaters across the 
Chicagoland area since 2020 to produce professional, high quality scenery. Andersonville 
Scenic Studios has worked with Music Theatre Works, Teatro Vista, Rhapsody Theater, 
Mercury Theater, The Factory Theatre and many more!  
 
 
SAM SHANKMAN (Assistant Director)  is a Chicago-based theatre maker! Recent acting 
credits: Falsettos (Court/Timeline), The Flying Lovers of Vitebsk (Northlight); Fiddler on 
the Roof (Drury Lane), Young Frankenstein (Mercury Theater Chicago), Mary 
Poppins (Metropolis), Little Shop of Horrors (Citadel). Recent music direction: Don’t Let 
the Pigeon Drive the Bus!, Dory Fantasmagory (YPT), Across the Sand (Northbrook 
Theatre). Recent assistant direction: Charlotte’s Web and The Diary of Anne Frank (YPT). 
Sam composed original music for The Birthday of the World, which will be presented at The 
Alliance Theatre later this year. Sam is represented by Stewart Talent and a graduate of 
Northwestern University. Love to Adam!  
 
 
DUSTIN ROTHBART (Co-Artistic Director) is one of the Co-Founding Artistic Directors 

of Blank Theatre Company. For Blank, Dustin has appeared on stage as Oscar Lindquist in 

Sweet Charity, Owen O’Malley in On the Twentieth Century, Charley Kringas in Merrily We 

Roll Along, Burrs in The Wild Party (Jeff Nomination - Best Ensemble), The Chairman 

in The Mystery of Edwin Drood and Georg in Spring Awakening. Other recent credits 

include: Les Misérables (Uptown Music Theatre), Bright Lights, Big City (The Beautiful 

City Project), Rosenberg (Open Space Arts); Anyone Can Whistle, 25th...Spelling 

Bee (Madkap Productions); Camelot (Janus Concert Series) and The History Boys (Eclectic 

Theatre). Additionally, Dustin has worked throughout Chicago with Lifeline, Red, Big 

Noise, Underscore, Citadel, Brightside, JPAC, Mary-Arrchie and regionally with Hampstead 

Stage Company in New Hampshire and Canterbury Summer Theatre in Indiana. Dustin is a 

graduate of the acting program at Illinois State University. www.DustinRothbart.com  

IG: @DustinRothbart 

 

Blank Theatre Company Staff 

Dustin Rothbart, Co-Artistic Director 

Danny Kapinos, Co-Artistic Director 

Rachel Guth, Managing Director 

Halli Morgan, Marketing Director 

Larry Trice, Company Member  



Blank Theatre Company Donors 

 

Season Sponsors -  $10,000+ 

Michael & Mona Heath 

 

Angels -  $1000+ 

John & Tina Kapinos 

Lisa Savegnago 

Mike Weaver 

 

Producers -  $200+ 

Shannon Bachelder, Alicia Berneche,  

Greg & Kathleen Schrobilgen, Kate M. Sheehy, Paul Siegel  

 

Backers - $100+ 

Greg Albiero, Barbara Hermann, Jennifer Devine, Kyle Dougan,  

Mary Fontaine, Sherwin Gerber & Lori Schneider, Kapauner Lewis,  

William Sigenfeld, Harold Wyckoff 

 

Patrons - $25+ 

Jessica Benenson, Alison Blaser, Ellen Brody, Kathryn Cody,  

Timothy Comar, Alan Dallmann, Kingsley Day, Erin Doppelt,  

Thomas Fronczek, Judith Gidden, Linda Henderson, Jeffrey Koblish,  

Julie Koerner, Diane Meyer, Jean Moy, Hugh Spencer, Martin Till 

 

Please consider making a donation to insure we can keep bringing you the 
high quality work you have come to expect from Blank Theatre Company.  

 

www.blanktheatrecompany.org/donate-sponsor 



Blank Theatre Company is seeking members for its new board of directors. Behind every 

great performance is a team making it all possible—and that’s where the board comes in. 

Board members are the strategic partners, financial stewards, and community ambassadors 

who support the theatre’s mission and ensure its long-term success. From helping with 

fundraising, outreach, and advocacy, to governing  the formal organization, the board plays 

a key role in keeping the theatre thriving—not just for today’s audiences, but for future 

ones, too. You don’t need a theatre background—just a passion for the arts, a commitment 

to community, and a willingness to roll up your sleeves and get involved. 

 

https://www.blanktheatrecompany.org/become-a-board-member 


